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rather through food or water which has become soiled with the germs from cattle, hogs, or chickens. The chance for infection from hog to hog is further reduced, because most of the infected animals are sent to slaughter before they become active spreaders of infection. An exception would be in the case of infected breeding animals. This is not to be construed that pigs are never infected directly from one another, but this method of transmission is thought to be relatively uncommon.
Milk from tuberculous cows may infect hogs. Infected bowel discharges from cattle and poultry are a common source of infection. Many farmers make a practice of feeding dead chickens and other live-stock to hogs, and this, no doubt, accounts for some of the spread of this disease. Refuse of all sorts and even table garbage may contain the germs. Fowl tuberculosis is very prevalent in the middle western states. As chickens eliminate the germs through their droppings, it is evident that this type of infection is a great menace to swine. In some instances hogs may show as high as 70-per-cent infection from the chicken type of tuberculosis. Hogs are very susceptible to either cattle or chicken tuberculosis and any effort to control the disease in swine must involve clean-up methods in both cattle and chickens.
The feeding habits of hogs make infection easy. A widespread adoption of a strict sanitation program applied to the raising of small pigs would probably have a tendency to reduce the infection in young animals especially. Such a sanitation plan would mean that the sows must farrow in clean pastures and the young pigs reared away from the old yards and farm buildings.
Symptoms
Many herds of hogs may be infected with tuberculosis while the owners are entirely unaware of its existence. If there is any suspicion of the disease, the owner may request